
 
 
The Honourable Stephen Harper 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa 
K1A 0A2 
 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister, 

I am writing this letter as a concerned Canadian cattle producer. I realize that what I am 
about to say may sound alarmist, but believe me, it’s based on first-hand knowledge that 
can only be obtained by experiencing these troubles personally.  
 
We have been cattle producers for the past     years, and we are watching the results of 
the hard work of those past years dwindle away to nothing, along with the life’s work of 
our neighbours and colleagues. 
 
As I write this letter the Canadian cattle industry is being decimated, and no one seems to 
either notice or care about it. Especially since the BSE crisis in 2003, things have 
deteriorated to the point that it is becoming possible that in a short time, shorter than most 
will appreciate, there will not be a viable Canadian cattle industry left. The news is full of 
stories about how more tough times are coming, and we are in a recession. Those stories 
just make us shake our heads. As cattle producers, since 2003, we have literally been 
reliving the Great Depression. Cut backs due to hard times? Those happened here over 
five years ago. They are old news to us. We’ve cut back all we can. There’s nowhere left 
to cut, unless you include selling out, like many are doing right now. 
 
My fear is that one morning we will wake up and hear a report that Canada no longer has 
a viable beef business. I am not alone in this fear. Producers have reached their limits and 
just can’t carry on any more. We’ve been told by people in the business that one quarter 
of the national cattle herd are already gone. 
 
We are on a slippery slope to becoming dependent on other countries for our own 
domestic food security. This is a dangerous course to take, and for the average consumer 
will only mean higher costs in the long term. At the current rate, if nothing is done to 
save our cattle producers, it won’t be long before imported beef will be replacing the 
majority of domestic beef in our grocery stores. 
 
I agree it’s important to protect industries like the auto industry and forestry, but can 
anything be more important than protecting a nation’s food supply? This can only be 
achieved by the existence of a viable domestic farm sector. The family farm is the 
foundation of it all. 



 
We have read that the courts of Ontario and Quebec have certified a national class action 
against the government of Canada on behalf of all Canadian cattle producers for 
negligence in causing the BSE crisis. The government’s efforts to have these claims 
dismissed have all failed. There will be a trial. We have been advised that evidence to be 
presented at the trial will demonstrate gross negligence on the part of government 
officials and the devastating consequences of that negligence. We know all about the 
devastating consequences of BSE. We have been living with them for over five years. 
 
Settling the BSE class action is the right thing to do. It would provide immediate help to a 
sector of the Canadian population that is viewed as the bedrock of our society; farmers 
and their families. 
 
A settlement would also provide a real and immediate stimulus to the economy. Every 
cattle producer in the country can be counted on to use their settlement funds to reduce 
debt or to improve the farm through the purchase of equipment, cattle, etc. Every dollar 
used to reduce debt would free up credit. Every dollar used to improve the farm would 
stimulate the economy. 
 
A settlement would send a message to Canadian cattle producers that the government of 
Canada recognizes their value to the country and the important contribution they make to 
the economy. It would provide desperately needed help to rural communities – 
communities whose needs in these difficult economic times have largely been ignored. 
 
A settlement would provide real and immediate support to the Canadian cattle industry, 
support that is not subject to countervail under the rules of NAFTA, GATT or the WTO. 
 
Settling the BSE class action is the right thing to do. 
 
Yours truly, 
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